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PREFACE. 

* ,  \  - 

TH  E  following  Eflay,  though  wrote, 
as  the  Author  fignifies,  in  hafte,  is 
thought  to  have  fuch  merit  as  to  de- 
ferve  a  publication. — The  copy  was  fent  to 
one  of  the  Writer’s  particular  friends,  whe- 
*  ther  for  his  own  peculiar  fatisfa&ion,  or  the 
prefs,  is  uncertain ;  but  as  the  fubjefl:  is  Liber¬ 
ty ,  fo  it  is  expected  the  Freedom  which  is 
here  taken  cannot  juftly  give  him  offence,  or 
be  unacceptable  to  the  publick. 

It  was  deligned  to  confute  a  piece  wrote  by 
Thomas  Thompfon,  M.  A.  fome  time  fellow 
of  C.  C.  C.  entitled,  46  The  African  trade  for 
44  Negro  Slaves  ftiewn  to  be  confiftent  with 
44  principles  of  humanity,  and  with  the  laws 
44  of  revealed  religion.”  Printed  at  Can¬ 
terbury. 

In  order  to  (hew  that  the  Eflay  Writer  has 
not  mifreprefented  the  text,  nor  is  fingle  in 
his  obfervations  upon  it,  the  fentiments  o# 
the  Monthly  Reviewers  on  that  pamphlet  in 
May  1772  are  here  inferted. 

44  We  muff:  acknowledge,”  fay  they, 44  that 
44  the  branch  of  trade  here  under  confi- 
44  deration  is  a  fpecies  of  traffick  which  we 

44  have 


ami 


V 


iv  PREFACE. 

44  have  never  been  able  to  reconcile  with 
f4  the  diftates  of  humanity,  and  much  lefs 
44  with  thofe  pf  religion.  The  principal  ar~ 

44  gument  in  its  behalf  feems  to  be,  the  ne- 
44  ceffity  of  fuch  a  rcfource,  in  order  to  carry 
44  on  the  works  in  our  plantations,  which, 

44  we  are  told,  it  is  otherwife  impoflible  to 
44  perform.  But  this,  though  the  urgency 
^  of  the  cafe  may  be  very  great,  is  not  by 
44  any  means  fufficient  to  juitify  the  practice. 

44  There  is  a  farther  confideration  which  has 
44  a  plaufible  appearance,  and  may  be  thought 
44  to  carry  fome  weight  ;  it  is,  that  tiie  mer- 
44  chant  only  purchases  thofe  who  were  flaves  * 
44  before,  and  poflibly  may,  rather  than 
44  otherwife,  render  their  fituation  more  tole- 
44  rabie.  But  it  is  well  known,  that  the  lot  of 
44  our  Slaves,  when  mod  favourably  confi- 
44  dered,  is  very  hard  and  milerable  ;  be- 
44  Tides  which,  fuch  a  trade  is  taking  the 
44  advantage  of  the  ignorance  and  bruta- 
44  lity  of  unenlightened  nations,  who  are 
44  encouraged  to  war  with  each  other  for  this 
44  verypurpofe,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  are 
44  fometimes  tempted  to  feize  thofe  of  their 
44  own  tribes  or  families  that  they  may  ob- 
44  tain  the  hoped  for  advantage  :  and  it  is 
44  owned,  with  regard  to  our  merchants, 

44  that,  upon  occahon,  they  obferve  the  like 
44  practices,  which  are  thought  to  be  allow- 
44  able,  bee  a  ufe  they  are  done  by  way  of 
44  reprifal  for  theft  or  damage  committed  by 
a  the  natives,  We  were  pleated,  however, 

44  to 
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44  to  meet  with  a  pamphlet  on  the  other  fide 
44  of  the  queftion  ;  and  we  entered  upon  its 
44  perufal  with  the  hopes  of  finding  fomc- 
44  what  advanced  which  might  afford  us  fatis- 
44  faction  on  this  difficult  point.  The  writer 
44  appears  to  be  a  fenlible  man,  and  capa- 
44  ble  of  difcuffing  the  argument ;  but  the 
44  limits  to  which  he  is  confined  render  his 
44  performance  rather  fuperficial.  The  plea 
44  he  produces  from  the  Jewifh  law  is  not,  in 
44  our  view  of  the  matter,  at  all  conclufive. 
44  The  people  of  Ifrael  were  under  a  theo- 
44  cracy ,  in  which  the  Supreme  Being  was 
44  in  a  peculiar  fenfe  their  King,  and  might 
44  therefore  ifi'ue  forth  fome  orders  for  them, 
44  which  it  would  not  be  warrantable  for  ano- 
44  (her  people,  who  were  in  different  circum- 
44  fiances,  to  obferve.  Such,  for  inftance, 
44  was  the  command  given  concerning  the 
44  extirpation  of  the  Canaanites,  whom,  the 
44  fovereign  Arbiter  of  life  and  death  might, 
44  if  he  had  pleafed,  have  deftroyed  by 
44  plague  or  famine,  or  other  of  thofe  means 
44  which  we  term  natural  caufes,  and  by 

44  which  a  wife  Providence  fulfils  its  own 

* 

44  purpofes.  But  it  would  be  unreafonable 
44  to  infer  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
44  Ifraelites  dealt  with  the  people  of  Canaan, 
44  that  any  other  nations  have  a  right  to  pur- 
44  fue  the  fame  method.  Neither  can  we 
44  imagine  that  St.  Paul’s  exhortation  to  fer- 
44  vants  or  flavesy  upon  their  converfiom,  to 
44  continue  ip  the  ft  ate  in  which  chriftianity 

44  found 
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found  them,  affords  any  argument  favour¬ 
able  to  the  practice  here  pleaded  for.  It 
is  no  more  than  faying,  that  Chriftianity 
did  not  particularly  enter  into  the  regula- 
“  tions  of  civil  fociety  at  that  time;  that  it 
taught  perfons  to  be  contented  and  diligent 
in  their  ftations  :  but  certainly  it  did  not 
forbid  them,  in  a  proper  and  lawful  way, 
if  it  was  in  their  power,  to  render  their 
circumflances  more  comfortable.  Upon 
iC  the  whole,  we  muff  own,  that  this  little 
ci  treatife  is  not  convincing  to  us,  though,  as 
“  different  perfons  are  differently  affected  by 
the  fame  confiderations,  it  may  prove  more 
fatisfaftory  to  others/’ 

In  another  place  they  obferve,  “  fince  we 
are  all  brethren ,  and  God  has  given  to  all 
men  a  natural  right  to  Liberty ,  we  allow  of 
no  Slavery  among  us,  unlefs  a  perfon  for- 
*c  feits  his  freedom  by  his  crimes.’5 

That  Slavery  is  not  confident  with  the 
Englifh  conftitufcion,  nor  admiffable  in  Great- 
Britain,  appears  evidently  by  the  late  folemn 
determination  in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench 
at  Weftminfter,  in  the  cafe  of - So- 
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merfet,  the  Negro  ; — and  why  it  fhould  be 
revived  and  continued  in  the  colonies,  peo¬ 
pled  by  the  defcendents  of  Britain,  and  blef- 
fed  with  fentiments  as  truly  noble  and  free  as 
any  of  their  fellow  fubjects  in  the  mother 
country,  is  not  eafily  conceived,  nor  can  the 
diflinftion  be  well  founded. 

If 
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If  44  natural  rights,  fuch  as  life  and  Liberty , 
44  receive  no  additional  llrength  from  muni¬ 
cipal  laws,  nor  any  hu?nan  legiflature  has 
■  power  to  abridge  or  dejlroy  them ,  unlefs 
44  the  owner  commits  fome  aft  that  amounts 
44  to  a  forfeiture  (a)  If  44  the  natural  Li¬ 
berty  of  ?nankind  confifts  properly  in  a 
power  of  afting  as  one  thinks  fit,  without 
any  reltraint  or  controul  unlefs  by  the  lav) 
of  nature  ;  being  a  right  inherent  in  us  by 
birth ,  and  one  of  the  Gifts  of  God  to  man 
44  at  his  creation,  when  he  endued  him  with 
44  the  faculty  of  free  will (b)  If  an  a£l 
of  Parliament  is  controulable  by  the  laws  of  God 
and  nature  ;  ( c)  and  in  its  confequences  may 
be  rendered  void  for  abfurdity,  or  a  manifejl 
contradiction  to  common  reafon  :  (d)  If  44  Chri- 
ftianity  is  a  part  of  the  law  of  Eng¬ 
land  (e)  and  Chrift  expreftly  com¬ 
mands,  44  Whatfoever  ye  Would  that  men 
44  Ihould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to 
them,”  at  the  fame  time  declaring,  44  for 
this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets  (f )  And 

if  our  forefathers,  who  emigrated  from  Eng¬ 
land  hither,  brought  with  them  all  the 
rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  eonftitution — (which  hath  of  late  years 
been  often  aliened  and  repeatedly  contended 
for  by  Americans)  why  is  it  that  the  poor 
footv  African  meets  with  fo  different  a  mea- 
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(a)  i  Blackllone’s  Commentaries  54-  ( h)  do- 125. 
(c)  4  Bacon  s  Abndg.  639.  ( d)  1  Black.  Com.  91. 

( e)  Stra.  llepom,  1113.  (f)  Matt.  vii.  12. 
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fure  of  juftice  in  England  and  America,  as 
to  be  adjudged  free  in  the  one,  and  in  the 
other  held  in  the  mofl  abject  Slavery  f 

We  are  exprefsly  reftrained  from  making 
laws  “  repugnant  to,”  and  directed  to  fa- 
lhioftthem,  <c  as  nearly  as  may  be,  agreeable 
cc  to,  the  laws  of  England.”  Hence,  and  be- 
caufe  of  its  total  inconfiftency  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  conffitution,  neither  in  Eng¬ 
land  or  any  of  the  Colonies,  is  there  one  law 
directly  in  favour  of,  or  enacting  Slavery ,  but 
by  a  kind  of  fide-wind,  admitting  its  exigence, 
(though  only  founded  .on  a  barbarous  cuf- 
tom,  originated  by  foreigners)  attempt  its 
regulation.  How  far  the  point  litigated  in 

- —  Somerfet’s  cafe  would  bear  a  fober 

Gandid  difcuffion  before  an  impartial  judica¬ 
ture  in  the  colonies,  I  cannot  determine ; 
but,  for  the  credit  of  my  country,  lhould 
hope  it  would  meet  with  a  like  decifion,  that 
it  might  appear,  and  be  known,  that  Liberty 
in  America  is  not  a  partial  privilege,  but 
extends  to  every  individual  in  it. 

I  might  here,  in  the  language  of  the 
famous  James  Otis,  Efq.  afk,  “  Is  it  pol- 
“  fible  for  a  man  to  have  a  natural  right  to 
66  make  a  Slave  of  himfelf  or  of  his  pofteri- 
“  ty  ?  What  man  is  or  ever  was  born  free  if 
f  very  man  is  not  ?  Can  a  father  fuperfede 
“  the  laws  of  nature  ?  Is  not  every  man 
“  born  as  free  by  nature  as  his  father  r  (a) 
There  can  be.no  prefcription  old  enough 

M  to 
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(  a)  i  A  mo  naan  Tr*&4  by  Otis,  4. 
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44  to  fuperfede  the  law  of  nature,  and  the 
44  grant  of  God  Almighty,  who  has  given 
64  to  every  man  a  natural  right  to  be 
44  free.  ( a)  The  Colonifts  are  by  the  law 
44  of  nature  free  born,  as  indeed  all  men 
44  are,  white  or  black.  No  better  reafon 
44  can  be  given  for  the  enflaving  thofe  of  any 
44  colour,  than  fuch  as  Baron  Montefquieu 
44  has  humouroufly  afiigned,  as  the  founds- 
44  tion  of  that  cruel  Slavery  exercifed  over 
44  the  poor  Ethiopeans  ;  which  threatens 
44  one  day  to  reduce  both  Europe  and  Arne- 
44  ricn  to  the  ignorance  and  barbarity  of  the 
44  darkeft  ages.  Does  it  follow  that  it  is 
44  right  to  enflave  a  man  becaufe  he  is  black  ? 
44  Will  Aiort  curled  hair  like  wool,  inflead 
44  of  chriftians  hair,  as  it  is  called  by  thofe 
44  whofe  hearts  are  as  hard  as  the  nether 
44  mill-ftone,  help  the  argument  ?  Can  any 
44  logical  inference  in  favour  of  Slavery, 
44  be  drawn  from  a  flat  nofe,  a  long  or  a 
44  ftrort  face  ?  Nothing  better  can  be  faid  in 
44  favour  of  a  trade  that  is  the  moil  fhocking 
44  violation  of  the  laws  of  nature  ;  has  a  di- 
44  re£t  tendency  to  diminifh  every  idea  of  the 
44  ineftimable  value  of  Liberty,  and  makes 
44  every  dealer  in  it  a  tyrant,  from  the  director 
44  of  an  African  company,  to  the  petty  chap- 
44  man  in  needles  and  pins,  on  the  unhap- 
44  py  coaft.”  (b) 

B  To 

(a)  American  Trails  by  Otis,  17.  (b)  do« 
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To  thofe  who  think  Slavery  founded  in 
Scripture,  a  careful  and  attentive  perufal  ol 
the  Sacred  Writings  would  contribute  more 
than  any  thing  to  eradicate  the  error  ;  they 
will  not  find  even  the  name  Slave  once  mention¬ 
ed  therein,  and  applied  to  a  fervitude  to  be 
continued  from  parent  to  child  in  perpetuity, 
with  approbation — The  term  ufed  on  the  oc- 
cafion  in  the  facred  text  is  Servant ;  and,  upon 
a  fair  conftru&ion  of  thofe  writings,  there  is 
no  necellitv,  nor  can  the  fervice,  confident  with 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  Scripture,  be  extended 
further  than  the  generation  fpoken  of ;  it  was 
never  intended  to  include  the  pofterity. 

The  miftaken  proverb  which  prevailed  in 
that  early  age,'  that  “  The  fathers  had  eaten 
C6  four  grapes,  and  the  childrens  teeth  were 

fet  on  edge,55  was  rectified  by  the  pro¬ 
phets  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel,  who  declared  to 
the  people,  that  “  they  Ihould  not  have  oc- 
66  cafion  to  ufe  that  proverb  any  more  ; — 
“  Behold  all  fouls  are  mine,  as  the  foul  of 
“  the  father,  fo  the  foul  of  the  fon,  the  foul 
“  that  finneth  it  (hall  die  ; — the  fon  lhall  not 
“  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  father,  neither 
“  lhall  the  father  bear  the  iniquity  of  the 
“  fon  ; — the  righteoufnefs  of  the  righteous 
“  lhall  be  upon  him,  and  the  wickednefs  of 
“  the  wicked  lhall  be  upon  him.  (a)  And 
the  apollle  Peter  allures  us,  after  the  afcen- 
fion  of  our  Saviour,  that  “  God  is  no  re- 
“  fpefter  of  perfons,  but  in  every  nation  he 

“  that 

(a)  Jer.  xxxi.  29.  Ezek.  xviii.  3,  4,  and  20. 
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65  that  feareth  him  is  accepted  of  him.’5  (a) 
It  is  alfo  remarkable,  that  at  that  time  an 
Ethiopean ,  “  a  man  of  great  authority,5’  (b) 
was  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  a  Chriftian, 
whatever  we  may  think  of  the  colour  now, 
as  being  unworthy  of  it. 

But  admitting  Slavery  to  be  eftabl  idled 
by  Scripture,  the  command  of  the  Sove¬ 
reign  Ruler  of  the  univerfe,  whofe  eye  takes 
in  all  things,  and  who,  for  good  reaions, 
beyond  our  comprehennon,  might  juftly 
cVeate  a  perpetual  Slavery  to  effed:  his  own 
purpofes,  againft  the  enemies  of  his  chofen 
people  in  that  day,  cannot  be  pleaded  now 
againft  any  people  on  earth  ;  it  is  not  even 
pretended  to  in  juftification  of  Negro  Sla¬ 
very,  nor  can  the  fons  of  Ethiopia,  with 
any  degree  of  clearnefs,  be  proved  to  have 
defcended  from  any  of  thofe  nations  who  fo 
came  under  the  Divine  difpleafure  as  to  be 
brought  into  fervitude ;  if  they  are,  and 
thofe  denunciations  given  in  the  OldTeftament 
were  perpetual,  and  continue  in  force,  muft  we 
not  look  upon  it  meritorious  to  execute  them 
fully  upon  all  the  offspring  of  that  unhappy 
people  upon  whom  they  fell,  without  giving 
quarter  to  any  ? 

Many  who  admit  the  indefenfibility  of 
Slavery,  confidering  the  fubjed  rather  too 
fuperftciaily,  declare  it  would  be  impolitic k 
to  emancipate  thofe  we  are  pofiefted  of  ;  and 
fay,  they  generally  behave  ill  when  let  at 

.  '  liberty, 

(a)  Adis  x.  34.  ( b )  Adis  via.  27. 
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liberty.  I  believe  very  few  of  the  advocates 
for  freedom  think  that  all  ought  to  be  manu¬ 
mitted,  nay,  think  it  would  be  unjufl  to  turn 
out  thofe  who  have  fpent  their  prime  of  life, 
and  now  require  a  fupport ;  but  many  are  in 
a  lit  capacity  to  do  for  themfelves  and  the 
publick  ;  as  to  thefe  let  every  mailer  or  mi- 
Itrefs  do  their  duty,  and  leave  confequences 
to  the  Difpofer  of  events,  who,  I  believe, 
will  always  blefs  our  aftions  in  proportion  to 
the  purity  of  their  fpring.  But  many  in- 
ftances  might  be  given  of  Negroes  and  Mu- 
lattoes,  once  in  Sktvcry,  who,  after  they  have 
obtained  their  liberty,  (and  fometimes  even 
in  a  ftate  of  bondage)  have  given  ftrik- 
ing  proofs  of  their  integrity,  ingenuity,  in- 
duftry,  tendernefs  and  nobility  of  mind;  of 
which,  if  the  limits  of  this  little  Piece  per¬ 
mitted,  I  could  mention  many  examples  ;  and 
why  inftances  of  this  kind  are  not  more  fre¬ 
quent,  we  may  very  naturally  impute  to  the 
frnailnefs  of  the  number  tried  with  freedom, 
andthefervility  andmeannelsoftheir  education 
whilft  in  Slavery.  Let  us  never  forget,  that  an 
equal  if  not  a  greater  proportion  of  our  own 
colour  behave  worfe  with  all  the  advantages 
of  birth,  education  and  circ.umftances ;  and  we 
ihall  blulh  to  oppofe  an  equitable  emancipa¬ 
tion,  by  this  or  the  like  arguments. 

64  Liberty,  the  molt  manly  and  exalting  o i 
the  gifts  of  Heaven,  conlilts  in  a  free  and 
mis  cxercife  of  all  the  human  facul- 
s  far  as  they  are  compatible  with  the 
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44  good  of  fociety  to  which  we  belong ;  and 
44  the  moft  delicious  part  of  the  enjoyment 
44  of  the  ineftimable  bleffing  lies  in  a  con- 
44  fcioufnefe  that  we  are  free.  This  happy 
44  perfuafion,  when  it  meets  with  a  noble  na- 
44  ture,  raifes  the  foul.,  and  reftifies  the 
44  heart ;  it  gives  dignity  to  the  countenance, 
44  and  animates  every  word  and  gefture  ;  it 
44  elevates  the  mind  above  the  little  arts  of 
44  deceit,  makes  it  benevolent,  open,  inge- 
44  nuous  and  juft,  and  adds  a  new  relifh  to 
44  every  better  fentiment  of  humanity.”  (a) 
On  the  contrary,  44  Man  is  bereaved  of  half 
44  his  virtues  that  day  when  he  is  caft  into 
44  bondage.”  (b) 

The  end  of  the  chriftian  difpenfation, 
with  which  we  are  at  prefent  favoured,  ap¬ 
pears  in  our  Saviour’s  own  words,  44  The 
44  fpirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  becaufe  he 
44  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the  gofpel 
44  to  the  poor  ;  he  hath  fent  me  to  heal  the 
44  broken  hearted  ;  to  preach  deliverance  to 
44  the  captives  ;  and  recovery  of  fight  to  the 
44  blind;  to  fet  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruifed  ; 
44  to  preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lordd’f  c ) 

The  Editor  is  united  in  opinion  with  the 
author  of  the  Effay,  that  Slavery  is  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  reafon,  and  the  principles  of 
revealed  religion  ;  and  believes  it  alike  ini¬ 
mical  and  impolitick  in  every  ftate  and  coun¬ 
try  ;  for  as  44  righteoufnels  exalteth  a  nation, 

44  fo 

(a)  Blackwell’s  Court  of  Aguftus.  ( b)  Homer. 

( cj  Luke  iv.  18. 
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44  fo  fin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people.”^  a )  Hence 
whatever  violates  the  purity  of  equal  jufticc, 
and  the  harmony  of  true  liberty,  in  time 
debafes  the  mind,  and  ultimately  draws  down 
the  difpleafure  of  that  Almighty  Being,  who 
44  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  evil,  and 
44  cannot  look  on  iniquity.”^ )  Yet  he  is  far 
from  cenfuring  thofe  who  are  not  under  the 
fame  convictions,  and  hopes  to  beunderftood 
with  charity  and  tendernefs  to  all.  Every 
one  does  not  fee  alike  the  fame  proportions, 
who  may  be  equally  friends  to  truth,  as  our 
education  and  opportunities  of  knowledge, 
are  various  as  our  faces.  He  will  candidly 
confefs  to  any  one  who  fliall  kindly  point  it 
out,  any  error  which  in  this  inquiry  hath 
fell  from  his  pen.  There  can  be  but  one 
beatific  point  of  rectitude,  but  many  paths 
leading  to  it,  in  which  perfons  differing  in 
modes  and  non-effentials,  may  walk  with 
freedom  to  their  own  opinions  ;  we  may 
much  more  innocently  be  under  a  mif- 
take,  than  continue  in  it  alter  a  hint  given, 
which  occafions  our  adverting  thereto  ;  for 
it  feems  a  duty  to  investigate  the  way  of  truth 
and  juftice  with  our  utmoft  ability. 

A  much  more  extenfive  and  perfect  view 
of  the  fubject  under  confederation,  has  of 
late  prevailed  than  formerly;  and  he  believes 
nothing  is  wanting  but  an  impartial  dif- 
interefted  attention  to  make  ftill  greater 
advances.  Thus,  by  a  gradual  progrcflion,  he 
hopes  the  name  of  Slavery  will  be  eradicated 

by 

(a)  Frov.  xiv.  34.  (b)  Jdabakkuk  i,  13. 
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by  the  general  voice  of  mankind  in  this  land 
of  Liberty. 

The  mode  of  manumitting  negroes  in  New- 
Jerfey  is  fuch  as  appears  terrific,  and  amounts 
almoft  to  a  prohibition,  becaufe  of  its  incum¬ 
bering  confequences,  which  few  prudent  peo¬ 
ple  choofe  to  leave  their  families  liable  to. 
It  is  much  eafier  in  feveral  other  colonies.  In 
Pennfylvania  a  recognizance  entered  into 
in  Thirty  Pounds  to  indemnify  the 
townfhip,  is  a  complete  difcharge.  In  Ma¬ 
ryland,  where  Negroes  are  fo  numerous,  I 
am  informed,  the  mafter  or  miftrefs  may 
at  pleafure  give  Liberty  to  their  Slaves  without 
the  leaft  obligation,  and  be  clear  of  any 
future  burden.  Both  thefe  are  exceptionable, 
and  may  be  improved.  Proper  diftinftions 
are  neceffary  ;  for  as  the  freedom  of  all  gra¬ 
tis  might  be  unjuft,  not  only  to  the  publick 
but  the  Slave,  fo  any  clog  upon  the  owner  who 
gives  up  his  right  at  an  age  when  he  cannot 
have  received  much  or  any  advantage  from  the 
labour  of  the  individual,  would  be  unreafona- 
ble.  The  wifdom  of  a  legiflature  earneftly  dif- 
pofed  to  do  good,  will,  I  hope,  be  direfted  to 
furmount  every  little  difficulty  in  pointing  out 
a  fcheme  more  equal  and  perfect,  by  fleering 
a  middle  courfe  ;  and  proper  care  being 
kindly  taken  to  affift  and  provide  for  the 
ufefulnefs  of  thofe  deferving  obje&s  of  be¬ 
nevolence,  the  approbation  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  will  I  doubt  not  attend  fuch  laudable 
endeavours,  and  crown  them  with  fuccefs. — - 

That 
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That  the  legiflative  body  of  each  province  in 
America,  may  give  due  attention  to  this  im¬ 
portant  engaging  fubjefl:,  and  be  blefied  to 
frame  and  eflablifh  a  plan,  worthy  of  the 
united  jurifprudence,  wifdom,  and  benevo¬ 
lence  of  the  Guardians  of  Liberty ,  is  the  fincere 
wifli  of 

The  EDITOR* 
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SLAVERY,  &c. 

A  REVEREND  author,  Mr.  Thomas 
Thompfon,  M.  A.  has  lately  attempt- 
ed  to  prove  “  that  the  African  trade 
“  for  Negro  Slaves  is  confident  with  the  prin- 
66  ciples  of  humanity  and  revealed  religion . 

From  Leviticus  xxv.  39  to  46,  he  draws 
his  principal  conclunon,  viz.  cc  that  the  buy- 
“  ing  and  felling  of  Slaves  is  not  contrary  to  the 
66  law  of  nature ,  for  (fays  he)  the  Jewifli 
“  conftitutions  were  ftriftly  therewith  confilL 
cc  ent  in  all  points  :  and  thefe  are  in  certain 
66  cafes  the  rule  by  which  is  determined  by 
“  learned  lawyers  and  cafuifts,  what  is,  or  is 
u  not,  contrary  to  nature”  I  have  not  leifure 
to  follow  this  author  methodically,  but  will, 
neverthelefs,  examine  his  ground  in  a  general 
way ,  in  order  to  prevent  any  ill  ufe  that  may 
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be  made  of  it  againft  the  important  queftion 
now  depending  before  the  judges,  (a ) 

The  reverend  Mr.  ThompfonT  premifes 
are  not  t rue ,  for  the  Jewifh  conftitutions  were 
not  Jlridily  confident 99  with  the  law  of  na¬ 
ture  in  all  points,  as  he  fuppofes,  and  confe- 
quently  his  principal  cGnclufion  thereupon  is 
erroneous.  Many  things  were  formerly  tole¬ 
rated  among  the  Ifraelites,  merely  through 
the  mercy  and  forbearance  of  God,  in  confi- 
deration  of  their  extreme  frailty  and  inabili¬ 
ty,  at  that  time,  to  bear  a  more  perfedl  fyitem 
of  law.  Other  lav/s  there  are  in  the  five 
books  (befides  the  ceremonial  laws  now  abro¬ 
gated)  which  are  merely  municipal ,  being  a- 
dapted  to  the  peculiar  polity  of  the  Ifraehtifh 
commonwealth,  on  account  of  its  fituation  in 
the  midll  of  the  mod  barbarous  nations, 
whom  the  Hebrews  were  at  all  times  but  too 
much  inclined  to  imitate. 

The  univerfal  moral  laws ,  and  thofe  of  na¬ 
tural  equity  are,  indeed,  every  where  plenti¬ 
fully  interfperfed  among  the  peculiar  laws 
above-mentioned ;  but  they  may  very  eafily  be 
diftinguifhed  by  every  fincere  chriftian,  who 
examines  them  with  a  liberal  mind ,  becaufe 
the  benevolent  purpofe  of  the  Divine  Author 
is  always  apparent  in  thofe  laws  which  are  to  be 
eternally  binding  ;  for  “  it  is  the  reafon  of  the 
a  law  which  conflitutes  the  life  of  the  law  f 
according  to  an  allowed  maxim  of  our  owm 

country, 

(j)  Meaning,  I  fuppofe,  the  cafe  of  Somerfet,  which  then 
•«  depended. 
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country,  “  Ratio  Legis  eft  anima  Legis,5* 
(fenk.  Cent.  4^.)  And  with  refpeftto  thefe 
moral  and  equitable  laws,  I  will  readily  agree 
with  the"  reverend  Mr.  Thompfon,  that  they 
are  the  beft  rule  by  which  “  learned  judges 
“  and  cafuifts  can  determine  what  is,  or  is 
«  not,  contrary  to  nature.” 

But  I  will  now  give  a  few  examples  of 
laws,  which  are  in  themfelves  contrary  to  na¬ 
ture  or  natural  equity,  in  order  to  fhew  that 
Mr.  Thompfon’r  premifes  are  totally  falfe  : 

Th  e  Ifraelites  were  exprefsly  permitted  by 
the  law  of  Mofes  to  give  a  bill  of  divorce  to 
their  wives  whenever  they  pleafed,  and  to 
marry  other  women  ;  and  the  women,  who 
were  put  away,  were  alfo  exprefsly  permitted, 
by  the  Mofaic  Law,  to  marry  again ,  during  the 
lives  of  their  former  hufbands. 

All  which  practices  were  manifeftly  con¬ 
trary  to  the  law  of  nature  in  its  purity,  though 
not  perhaps  to  the  nature  of  our  corrupt  affec¬ 
tions  and  defires  ;  for  Chrift  himfelf  declared, 
that  “  from  the  beginning  it  was  not  fa,”  Matt, 
xix.  8,  9.  and  at  the  fame  time  our  Lord 
informed  the  Jews,  that  “  Moles,  becaufe  of 
«  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts,  fuffered  them 
“  to  put  away  their  wives.” 

Neither,  was  it  according  to  the  law  of  na¬ 
ture,  that  the  jewswer t  permitted  in  their  be¬ 
haviour  and  dealings,  to  roaxe  a  paitial  du- 
tin&ion  between  their  brethren  of  the  houfe  of 
Ifrael,  and  ftrangers.  This  national  partiality 
was  not,  indeed,  either  commanded  or  re¬ 
commended. 
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commended  in  their  law— but  it  was  clearly 
permitted  or  tolerated ,  and  probably,  for  the 

fame  reafon  as  the  laft  mentioned  inftance _ 

“  t^,ou  Jhalt  not  lend  upon  ufury  to  thy  bro- 
thei ,  &c.  44  unto  a  fir anger  thou 

mayft  lend  upon  ufury  ,”  &c.  Deut.  xxiii. 
19-  Again — 44  of  a  foreigner  thou  mayft 
exact  ;  (that  is,  whatfoever  has  been  lent , 
as  appears  by  the  preceding  veries)  but  that 
which  is  «  thine,  with  thy  brother,  thine 
hand  lhall  releafe,”  Deut.  xv. 

.  Now  all  thefe  laws  were  44  contrary  to  the 
“  law  of  nature ,”  or  44  natural  equity ,” 
(whatever  .  Mr.  Thompfon  may  think)  and 
were  certainly  annulled,  or  rather  fuperfeded, 
as  it  were,  by  the  more  perfect  doctrines  of 
univerfal  benevolence  taught  by  Chrift  himfelf, 

who  44  came  not  to  defray,  but  to  fulfil  the 
law ” 

In  the  law  ofMofes  we  alfo  read,  44  Thou 
44  fnait  not  avenge  or  bear  grudge  againft  the 
children  of  thy  people,  but  thou  fait  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyfelf  ”  Leviticus  xix.  18. 

The  Jews,  accordingly,  thought  themfelves 
fufficiently  juft'ified,  if  they  confined  this  glo¬ 
rious  perfection  of  charity,  viz.  the  loving 
ethers  as  themfelves,  to  the  perfons  mentioned 
in  the  fame  verfe,  viz.  44  the  children  of  their 
44  own  people  for  they  had  no  idea  that  fo 
much  love  could  poflibly  be  due  to  any  other 
fort  of  neighbours  or  brethren.  But  Chrilt 
taught  them  by  the  parable  of  the  good  Sama¬ 
ritan,  that  all  ft  rangers  whatever,  eventhofe 

who 
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who  are  declared  enemies,  (as  were  the  Sama* 
ritans  to  the  Jews)  are  to  be  efteemed  our 
neighbours  or  brethren ,  whenever  they  Hand 
in  need  of  our  charitable  afiiftance. 

u  The  Jewifh  inflitution,”  indeed,  as  Mr. 
Thonipfon  remarks,  64  permitted  the  ufe  of 
“  Bondfervants ,  but  did  not  permit  the 
bondage  of  brethren  :  Strangers  only  could 

be  lawfully  retained  as  Bondmen - of 

44  the  heathen,”  (or,  more  agreeably  to  the 
Hebrew  word,  44  of  the  nations ) 

44  that  are  round  about  you,  of  them  fliall  ye 
44  buy  Bond  men  and  Bond  maids.  Moreo- 
44  ver  of  the  children  of  ftrangers  that  do  fo- 
44  journ  among  you,  of  them  fhallye  buyf  &C* 

- 44  They  fliall  be  your  Bondmen  for -ever*'  *' 

Levit.  xxv.  39  to  4 6. 

This  was  the  law,  I  muft  acknowledge, 
with  refpeft  to  a  Jlranger  that  was  pur  chafed  ; 
but  with  refpeft  to  a  brother  or  Hebrew  of 
the  feed  of  Abraham,  it  was  far  otherwife, 
as  the  fame  chapter  teftifies;  (39th  verfe)for, 
46  If  thy  brother  that  dwelleth  by  thee  be  waxen 
44  poor,  and  be  fold  unto  thee,  thou  fhalt  not 
44  compel  him  to  ferve  as  a  Bondfervant ,  but  as  a 
44  hired  fervant,  and  as  a  fojourner,  he  fliall  be 
44  with  thee,  and  fliall  ferve  thee  unto  the 
44  year  of  jubilee,  and  then  Jhall  he  depart  from 
44  thee ,  both  he  and  his  children  with  him  f  &c. 
This  \vas  the  utmojl  fervitude  that  a  Hebrew 
could  lawfully  exact  from  any  of  his  brethren 
of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  unlefs  the  fervant  en¬ 
tered  voluntarily  into  a  perpetual  fervitude  : 
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snd,  let  me  add,  that  it  is  alfo,  the  very 
utnioji  fervitude  that  can  lawfully  be  admitted 
among  chrifiians  ;  becaufe  we  are  bound  as 
chrifiians  to  efteem  every  man  our  brother , 
and  our  neighbour ,  which  I  have  already  prov¬ 
ed  ;  fo  that  this  confequence,  which  I  have 
drawn,  is  abfolutely  unavoidable .  The  Jews, 
indeed,  who  do  not  yet  acknowledge  the 
commands  of  Chrift,  may  perhaps  ftill  think 
themfelves  juftified  by  the  law  of  Mofes,  in 
making  partial  diftindlions  between  their  bre¬ 
thren  of  Ifrael,  and  other  men  ;  but  it  would 
be  inexcufable  in  chrifiians  to  do  fo,  and 
therefore  I  conclude,  that  we  certainly  have 
no  right  to  exceed  the  limits  of  fervitude , 
which  the  Jews  were  bound  to  obferve,  when¬ 
ever  their  poor  brethren  were  fold  to  them  : 
and  I  apprehend  that  we  muft  not  venture 
even  to  go  fo  far ,  becaufe  the  laws  of  bro¬ 
therly  love  are  infinitely  enlarged,  and  ex¬ 
tended  by  the  gofpel  of  peace,  which  pro¬ 
claims  u  good  will  towards  menf  without 
diftindlion  ;  and  becaufe  we  cannot  be  faid 
to  46  love  our  neighbours  as  our  [elves  or  to 

do  to  others  as  we  would  they  fhould  do  unto 
u  m” — ' whilft  we  retain  them  againfl  their 
will ,  in  a  defpicable  fervitude  as  Slaves ,  and 
private  property ,  or  mere  chattels * 

The  glorious  fyfiem  of  the  gofpel  deflroys 
all  narrow ,  national  partiality  ;  and  makes  us 
citizens  of  the  world ,  by  obliging  us  to  profefs 
univerfal  benevolence  :  but  more  efpecially  are 
we  bound,  as  chrifiians,  to  commiferate  and 
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aifift  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power  all  perfons 
in  dijirefs ,  or  captivity  ;  whatever  the 

worfhipful  committee  of  the  company  of 
u  merchants  trading  to  Africa/'  may  think 
of  it,  or  their  advocate,  the  reverend  Mr# 
Thompfon. 

Charity,  indeed,  begins  at  home;  and 
we  ought  mod  certainly  to  give  the  prefer¬ 
ence  to  our  own  countrymen,  whenever  we 
can  do  fo  without  injuftice  ;  but  we  may 
66  not  do  evil  that  good  may  come  (though 
our  ftatefmen,  and  their  political  deceivers 
may  think  otherwife)  we  muft  not,  for  the 
fake  of  Old-England ,  and  its  African  trade , 
or  for  the  fuppofed  advantage,  or  imaginary 
neceflities  of  our  American  colonies,  lay 
afide  our  chriftian  charity ,  which  we  owe  to/ 
all  the  reft  of  mankind  :  becaufe,  whenever  t 
we  do  fo ,  we  certainly  deferve  to  be  confidered 
in  no  better  light  than  as  an  overgrown  foci- 
ety  of  robbers ,  a  mere  banditti ,  who,  perhaps, 
may  love  one  another ,  but  at  the  fame  time 
are  at  enmity  with  all  the  reft  of  the  world . 

Is  this  according  to  the  law  of  nature  f — — — 
For  fhame  Mr.  Thompfon  ! 

I  have  much  more  to  communicate,  but 

no  more  time  to  write  : - — if  I  had,  1 

could  draw  from  the  feriptures  the  rnoft  alarm¬ 
ing  examples  of  God's  fevere  judgments  up¬ 
on  the  Jews,  for  tyrannizing  over  their  bre¬ 
thren^  and,  exprefsly ,  for  exceeding  the  li¬ 
mits  cf  fervitude  juft  now  mentioned.  I 
muft  find  time  however  to  adopt  one  obferva* 
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ti°n  even  from  the  reverend  Mr.  Thompfon, 
(p.  11)  viz.  “This  fubjedt  will  grow  more 
ferious  upon  our  hands,  when  we  conlider 
the  buying  and  felling  Negroes,  not  as  a 
clandeftine  or  piratical  bufinefs,  but  as  an 
open  publick  trade ,  encouraged  and  promoted 
by  ads  of  parliament ;  for  fo,  if  being 
contrary  to  religion,  it  mujl  be  deemed  a  nati¬ 
onal  fin  ;  and  as  fuch  may  have  a  confe- 
quence  that  would  be  always  to  be  dreaded.'’' 
May  God  give  us  grace  to  repent  of  this  abo¬ 
minable  national  oppreflion,  before  it  is  too 
ate ! 

If  I  have  vindicated  the  law  of  Mofes, 
much  eafier  can  I  vindicate  the  benevolent 
apoftle  Paul,  from  Mr.  Thompfon’s  infinua- 
tions,  with  refpea  to  Slavery  ;  for  he  did  not 
entreat  Philemon  to  take  back  his  fervant  Gne- 
fimus  “  in  his  former  capacity,”  as  Mr. 
Thompfon  has  afferted,  in  order  to  render 
Bondage  “  confiftent  with  the  principles  of 
“  revealed  religion,” — but  St.  Paul  faid  cx- 
prefsly,  “  not  now  as  a  fervant ,  but ,  above  a 
“  fervant ,  a  brother  beloved  ”  &c.  So  that 
Mr.  Ihompfcn  has  notorioufly  wrelled  St. 
Paul’s  words. 

In  the  other  texts  where  St.  Paul  re¬ 
commends  fubmiffion  to  Servants ,  for  eon- 
fcience-fake,  he  at  the  fame  time  enjoins 
the  mafter  to  entertain  fuch  a  meafure  of 
brotherly  love  towards  his  Servants,  as  muft 
be  entirely  fubverfive  of  the  African  trade, 
and  Weit-Indian  Slavery.  And  though  St. 
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Paul  recommends  chriftian  patience  under 
fervitude,  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  he  plainly 
infinuates,  that  it  is  inconfiftent  with  chrifti- 
anity,  and  the  dignity  of  Chrift’s  kingdom, 
that  a  chrijlian  brother  fhould  be  a  Slave. 
cc  Can’ll  thou  be  made  free  ?”  (fays  he  to  the 
chriftian  fervants)  cc  choofe  it  rather ,  for  he 
cc  that  is  called  of  the  Lord,  being  a  fervant ,  is 
the  Freeman  of  the  Lord;  and,  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  he  that  is  called,  being  free3  is  the  fer¬ 
vant  of  Chrift ” - cc  Ye  are  bought  with  a 

“  price  ;  be  not  therefore,  the  ser- 
vants  of  men.”  The  apoftle,  indeed, 
had  juft  before  recommended,  to  his  difciples 
to  abide  in  the  fame  calling  wherein  they  were 
called,  and,  u  being fervant  j,  not  to  care  for  it 
That  is,  not  to  grieve  on  account  of  their 
temporal  ftate  ;  for  he  was  unwilling  to  ad¬ 
vance  any  doftrine  that  might  fee'm  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  temporal  ejlablifhments  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  fuppofed  rights  of  men  ;  yet 
it  plainly  appears,  by  the  infinuations,  which 
immediately  follow,  that  he  thought  it  dero¬ 
gatory  to  the  honour  of  chriftianity,  that 
men,  who  “  are  bought with  the  ineftimable 
price  of  Chrifl9s  bloody  fhould  be  efteemed 
fervants ;  that  is,  the  Slaves ,  and  private  pro¬ 
perty  of  other  men  ;  and  had  chriftianity 
been  eftablilhed  by  temporal  authority,  in 
thofe  countries  where  Paul  preached,  as  it  is 
at  prefent  in  thefe  kingdoms,  we  need  not 
doubt  but  that  he  would  have  urged ,  nay, 
compelled  the  mafters,  as  he  did  Philemon , 

D  by 
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by  the  mod  preffing  arguments,  to  treat 
their  quondam  Slaves,  “  not  now  as 

“  SERVANTS,  BUT  ABOVE  SERVANTS - 

“  AS  BRETHREN -BELOVED. 

A  N 
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On  the  miferable  STATE  of  an  African 
SLAVE,  by  the  celebrated  and  ingenious 
William  Shenstone,  Efq. 

SEE  the  poor  native  quit  the  Lybian  fliores, 

Ah  !  not  in  love’s  delightful  fetteis bound  \ 
No  radiant  fmile  his  dying  peace  reflores, 

Nor  love,  nor  fame,  nor  friendfliip  heals  his  wound. 

Let  vacant  bards  difplay  their  boafled  woes, 

Shall  I  the  mockery  of  grief  difplay  ? 

No,  let  the  mufe  his  piercing  pangs  difclofe, 

Who  bleeds  and  weeps  his  fum  of  life  away  ! 

On  the  wild  beach  in  mournful  guife  he  flood, 

Ere  the  hi  rill  boatfwam  gave  the  hated  lign  ; 

He  dropt  a  tear  unfeen'into  the  flood  ; 

He  Hole  one  fegret  moment,  to  repine. 

'  - 
,  ,  <i 

Yet  the  mufe  liflen’d  to  the  plaints  he  made; 

Such  moving  plaints  as  nature  could  infpire; 

To  me  the  mufe  his  tender  plea  convey’d, 

But  fmooth’d,  and  fuited  to  the  founding  lyre. 

“  Why 
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«  Why  am  I  ravifh’d  from  my  native  ftrand? 

What  favage  race  protects  this  impious  gain  ? 

Shall  foreign  plagues  infeftthis  teeming  land, 

And  more  than  fea-born  mongers  plough  the  main  ? 

Here  the  dire  locufts  horrid  fwarms  prevail ; 

Here  the  blue  afps  with  livid  poifon  fwell; 

Here  the  dry  dipfa  wnths  his  linuous  mail  ; 

Can  we  not  here,  fecure  from  envy,  dwell  ? 

When  the  grim  lion  urg’d  his  cruel  chace, 

When  the  (tern  panther  fought  his  midnight  prey, 
What  fate  referv’d  me  for  this  #  chriftian  race  ? 

O  race  more  polifhd,  more  fevere  than  they  ! 

1 

Ye  prouling  wolves  purfue  my  lateft  cries  ! 

Thou  hungry  tyger,  leave  thy  reeking  den  ! 

Ye  Tandy  wailes  in  rapid  eddies  rife  ! 

O  tear  me  from  the  whips  and  fcorns  of  men  ! 

Yet  in  their  face  fuperior  beauty  glows; 

Are  fmiles  the  mien  of  rapine  and  of  wrong? 

Yet  from  their  lip  the  voice  of  mercy  flows, 

And  ev’n  religion  dwells  upon  their  tongue. 

Of  blifsful  haunts  they  tell,  an4  brighter  climes, 
Where  gentle  minds  convey’d  by  death  repair, 

But  ftain’d  with  blood,  and  crimfon  d  o  er  with  crimes 
Say,  (hall  they  merit  what  they  paint  fo  fair  ? 

No,  carelefs,  hopelefs  of  thofe  fertile  plains, 

Rich  by  our  toils,  and  by  ourforrows  gay, 

They  ply  our  labours,  and  enhance  our  pains, 

And  feign  thefe  diftant  regions  to  repay. 

For 


*  Spoke  by  a  favage. 
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For  them  onr  tu/ky  elephant  expires ; 

For  them  we  drain  the  mine's  embowel’d  gold  ; 
Where  rove  the  brutal  nations  wild  defires? — 

Our  limbs  are  purchas’d,  and  our  life  is  fold  ! 

Yet  (bores  there  are,  bleft  fhores  for  us  remain, 
And  favour’d  ifles  with  golden  fruitage  crown’d. 
Where  tufted  flow’rets  paint  the  verdant  plain. 
Where  ev’ry  breeze  (hall  med’cine  ev’ry  wound. 

There  the  ftern  tyrant  that  embitters  life 

Shall,  vainly  fuppliant,  fpread  his  a  Iking  hand 
There  (hall  we  view  the  billow’s  raging  ftrife, 

Aid  the  kind  breaft,  and  waft  his  boat  to  land.’" 
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